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LINDSEY NELSON
TO BE SPEAKER
shall, Sir John Dill, Chief 01 me
Imperial General Staff, Ad-
miral Blamsy of Asturilia and
many others whose names are
now recorded in the history
books.
Public Relations Officer
Lindsey went to North Africa
with Division Headquarter and
Special Troops in December of
1942. He remained with the divi-
sion through Sicily, England,
France, Belgium, and Ger-
many serving as Public Rela-
tions Officer for the Ninth In-
fantry Division. As Public Rela-
tions Officer he had the oppor-
tunity to meet and work with
some of the most outstanding
War Correspondents that the
history of journalism has ever
known. The friendships that he
developed during war time
were lasting and Lindsey still
has occasion to see some of the
correspondents that he worked
with during the war. He left the
division at Ingolstadt, Ger-
many in July 1945, going to the
65th Division where he did some
_ daily broadcasting of Army
baseball games. He departed
from Europe in October '45 with
the 21st Tank Bn of the 10th Ar-
mored; his assignment Motor
Officer of a batallion that




taken from the letter Lindsey
wrote when he accepted our in-
vitation to speak at the reunion,
will give you some idea of how
he feels about his buddies from
the Ninth Infantry Division.
"Thinking back to the days of
World War II, I have always
taken great pride in saying "I
was in the 9th Infantry Divi-
sion". And sometimes I have
added, "I was a staff officer in
a combat division. I was not a
great soldier, but I certainly
knew a lot of guys who were."
82 Reunion
June 24, 25, 26th
Captain Lindsey Nelson seated at typewriter and Sgt Don
Peal on the telephone are shown in the Press Tent in
Fran~e (August 1944) when they tried to give the men of
the Nmth their publicity.
Because he no longer broadcasts major league baseball
games, many people have assumed that Lindsey Nelson has
retired. Nothingcould be further from the truth. Lindsey has
simply rearranged his activities, and has moved his permanent
residence to Knoxville, Tennessee. During his long tenure as
.'The Voice of The Mets" Lindsey learned one thing from the Old
Professor Casey Stengle ----'- keep active and you will never grow
old. At the pace Lindsey is going, he should still be tearing up the
pea patch when he is a hundred
Will Be
Broadcasting
Lindsey is still under contract
to C.B.S. Radio and Television.
Five days a week he does an
automotive radio show for Exx-
on. The program recorded in
Knoxville is sent to New York
for syndication to 200 stations
throughout the country. Two
nights a week he does a little
"Andy Rooney" tag on the
nightly news show of the local
C.B.S. affiliate. Come the fall,
he will be broadcasting football
on both C.B.S. radio and televi-
sion. These days Lindsey is ex-
ercising more than his voice;
his fingers are getting a
workout on the typewriter.
Three days a week he writes a
column for The Knoxville News
Sentinel, the Scripps-Howard
newspaper in Knoxville. Lind-
sey has not confined his ac-
tivities to the news media; he
has branched out into the field
of education and is giving a
course in sports broadcasting
at the Communications College
of The University of Tennessee.
Accepted Invitation
Despite his busy schedule
Lindsey still has time for his old
buddies from the Ninth Infan-
try Division. He has graciously
accepted our invitation to speak
at the reunion banquet. Lind-
sey's association with the divi-
sion goes back a long way. He is
a veteran of the division first
campaign; the one fought in
Fayetteville. He has seen ac-
tion at the Town Pump, the
Brooklyn Spaghetti House and
the Rainbow Grill. He has sur-
vived a number of pre-reveille
bus trips from downtown
Fayetteville to Bonnie Doone,
Main Post, and 9th Division.
During the summer of '42 he
served as "Conducting Officer"
for the military headliners who
were shipped down from
Washington to view the "show"
divisions. These headliners in-
cluded some of the real top
















memory of his brother Ed-
mund)
Mary Norman (In memory









The drive for funds for the
Memorial Marker to be erected
at Fort Bragg is over the $6000.
mark as the drive comes to an
end.
The following members and
friends are gra tefull v
acknowledged for their co~­
tributions.
General Committee






















































June 24, 25, 26 1982
Bordeaux Motor Inn,
Fayetteville, N.C.
Mem?ers with a paidup and valid membership card only will
be admItted to the General Business Meeting. Be sure you bring
your card to the Reunion.
TO CHAPTER OFFICERS AND MEMBERS
AT- LARGE
The committees appointed at each Reunion are:
Budget and Finance, By-laws, Miscellaneous,
Newspaper, and Nominating. This year I would like to
a.sk each c~apter to appoint one member for each of the
fIve co~mlttees and send the five names to me by June 1,
198~. ThIS procedure, hopefully, will help us conduct the
~uslllessof the Association more efficiently. Also, I would
..Ike members-at-Iarge to volunteer to serve on one of the
committees. Will those interested please indicate to me
through a letter by June 1, stating their specific interest.
John J. Clouser, President
Route 4 Box 50A
Crystal River, Fla. 32629
Friday June 25
9:00 to 1l:30RegistrationMarshall Ney Room
9:30 Women's Auxiliary Meetin~Gold Parlour
9:30 Association General Business Meeting Blue
Parlour
9: 45 Committee Meetings





11: 15 Buses leave Bordeaux Motor Inn for Fort Bragg
12 Noon Lunch at Fort Bragg NCO Club
(Plans for activities at Fort Bragg are being worked
out. Full details will be at Reunion Registration desk)
Memorial and Dedh'ation Service Post Flag Pole
Plaza
Review Parade (irounds
X:30 Dance Louis XIV Ballroom
Saturday June 26
9:00 to 12 Noon Registration-Marshall Ney Room
10:00 Association General Business Meeting Blue
Parlour
1:00 to 3:00 Registration for Banquet Tables Marshall
Nev Room
I": 30 Board of Governors Meeting Board Room
7: 00 Banquet Louis XIV Ballroom
Wilton Taylor supplies us with a picture of Fayetteville
taken the Summer of 1942. "
Thursday June 24
9: 00 to 4: 00 Registration Marshall Ney Room (Second
Floor)
1: 00 PM Golf Tournament Fort Bragg Golf Course (Bus
wi11leave from the Bordeaux)
1: 30 Non-Chapter Reunion Site Committee Meeting-
Parlour Toulouse
1:30 Investment Committee Meeting Parlour Orleans
3: 00 Board of Governors Meeting Board Room
7:30 to 9:00 Registration Marshall Ney Room








Ninth Infantry Division Association
37th Annual Reunion
June 24-26, 1982
Bordeaux Motor Inn-Convention Center






(I) (We) will arrive
and depart




Please Heserve the following A<.'comodations:
Single Room ~ 1 person, I bed
Single Boom - 2 persons. I bed
Double Room - 2 persons, 2 beds
$5.00 Charged each additional person per room.
The above rates include tax
This year, for the first time, we will have advance
registration by mail. Register early and avoid waiting in
line at the Reunion. Name tags and strip tickets will b~
picked up at the Reunion Pre-Registration desk. The
number of banquet tickets is limited. Order your strip
ticket now by sending a check or money order to Daniel
Quinn, 412 Gregory, Weehawken, N.J. 07087 for $38.00
Make check payable to: The Ninth Infantry Division
Association. Banquet tickets must be purchased beforp
4:00 P.M. Thursday June 24,1982.
May they rest in peace.
+++
To thei r loved ones we ex-
tend our deepest sympathy.
Div. Hqs.
MRS. MARY NORMAN
3971 Indian Creek Rd.
Elkview, W. Va.
I've neglected to write to in-
form you of the death of my
husband, Woodrow W. Norman
on Feb. 13. 1980 with cancer.
Enclosed is a check for the
Marker or Scholarship fund. I
enjoy the Octofoil and share it
with neighbors. One neighbor is
Eli Evans who was a member
of the 9th. I also learned of the
death of another 9th member,
Stuart Suggs from Ayden, N.C.
We visited the Suggs at the Ft.
Bragg reunion in 1963. I enjoyed
the cards I received during the





daybreak and the light,
Returning, shall give back
the golden hours."
Jack Hamilton
Hq. Co. & 39th Inf.
William H. Lutz
2nd Bn. 47th Inf.
Richard Toole
Servo Co. 47th Inf.
Joseph Ottwork
































Maj. Gen. LouisA. Craig(Ret)
THE OCTOFOIL
Form 2579 should be sent to
412 Gregory Avenue, Weehawken, N.J. 07087
Octofoil Associated Editors


















Elmer Wagner, 2nd V.P.
2833 Hotchkiss Rd.
Bay City, Mi 48706
The official publication of the Ninth Infantry Division Associatio~.
Single copy price is 25 cents per issue or by mail $1.50 per year payable In
advance when dues are paid. Dues are $5.00 per year with $1.50 of the $5.00
earmarked for the issues of The Octofoil. Members should notify the Na
tiona I Secretary, Daniel Quinn, 412 Gregory Ave., Weehawken, N.J. of any
change in address.
Published six times yearly, July-August, September-October,
November-December, January-February, March-April, May-June by and
for the members of the Ninth Infantry Division Association. News items,
feature stories, photographs andart material from members will be ap-
preciated. Every effort will be made to return photographs and art work
in good condition. . .
An extract from the certificate of incorporation of the 9th Infantry Divi
sion Association reads: "This Association is formed by the officers and
men of the 9th Infantry Division in order to perpetruate the memory of our
fallen comrades, to preserve the espirit de corps of the division, to assist
in promoting an everlasting world peace exclusively by means of educa-
tional activities and to serve as an information bureau to former members
of the 9th Infantry Division."
Copy must be received on or before the 15th of each month to guarantee
publication on the 20th.
Second-Class Postage paid at Union City, N.J. Authorized as of October
1, 1967.
Vincent Gugiielmino, 1st V.P.
114 Charles Street




". 'i: Jox 50A
Crystal River, r la.32629
Ronald Murphy, 3rd V.P.
44 Strawberry Lane




THE MEMORIAL FUND OF







. $ .50 0
.......................... $ 2.00 0
Please credit the following chapter:
Philly-Delaware Valley 0 Greater New York
Illinois 0 Washington, D.C.





Helen and Martin Roach at plaque dedicating new athle-
tic complex of Milbury High School, Milbury,
Massachusetts in November 1980 in Marty's honor. (Ed
Egan sends the picture along with a story that appears in
Mail Call)
NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Dan Quinn, National Secretary, 9th Infantry Division Assn.
412 Gregory Ave., Weehawken, New Jersey fIlfJrl
Enclosed please fmd dues for:
Name...................... Serial No .
Street Ack:Iress .
City Zone Slate .
I was a member of:
Battery ; Company l Regiment ; 9th Div
I wish to sign up for the following:
Regular Member, per year $5.00 0
Donation Memorial Scholarship Fund _. . . . .. 0
THREE-YEAR MEMBER $13.00 0
Life Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00 0
Ladies' Auxiliary Member . . . $ 2.00 0
One :"ight·s Hoom Deposit (Please include check, made
Payable to Bordeaux Jlotor Inn) required to guarantee
Heservation.
The reunion rates will be offered to any early arrivals
heginning June 20. 1982. Heservations must be made by
Jmw 10th or regular and higher room rates may bf'
('harged.
Suites avaiIablt' _._- TelepholH' !H ~1-:~2:Hllll
No reunion journal this year
The Board of Governors at
their November meeting held in
Worcester decided to forego the
soliciting of funds for the re-
union program




I am hoping that through this
paper and all the 9th members
who read it I will be able to get
in touch with 3 men who were
with my husband S/Sgt. Philip
Krow on Dec. 9. 1944 in Ger-
many near a town called
Langerwehe. There was a Sgt.
Mahoney, Pvt. Kiericz and a
Pvt. Palmoski. no first names
are available to me. If anyone
can tell me how to get in touch
with these men I would ap-
preciate it very much. Also if
there are any others out there
who knew my husband, please
let me hear from you, or get in
touch with the Octofoil.
+++
Veterans of the U.S. Armed
Forces will soon be sharing in a
record $664.6 million to be paid
in dividends on government life
insurance policies which are
still in force. Because of the
higher interest rates earned by
the insurance funds, the total
amount to be paid in 1982 is $45
million more than the 1981
figure.
As in past years, the
dividends will be paid auto-
matically on the anniversary
date of the individual veteran's
insurance policy, and no ap-
plication is necessary.
Payments will be made in
various amounts depending on
the type of policy, the amount of
insurance in force, the
insured's age at issue or
renewal and the length of time
the policy has been in force.
Eligible for the annual divi-
dend payments are veterans
who have continued their
government life insurance
policies after discharge or
release from military service.
Jan-Feb 1~)S2Volume XXXVII Number 1
The Memorial Fund of the Ninth Infantry Division Association
was established by the members of the association to commemorate
the memory of their comrades who paid the supreme sacrifice in
battle. As a part of this fund the association established a scholarship
program. Scholarships are awarded each year to relatives of men who
served in The Ninth Infantry Division. Each scholarship is for one
year.
ELIGIBILITY FOR SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
A person who wishes to apply for a scholarship must be related to
a man who served with The Ninth Infantry Division. Children of
former members of the division will be given first consideration, but
children of men killed in combat given first preference. Applicants
who are not children of former members of the division will not be
considered unless no child of a former member qualifies.
APPLICAnON PROCEDURE
The following procedures must be followed by those wishing to
apply for the scholarships:
1. Send a letter of application, written in expository form, to the
chairman of the scholarship committee stating the following:
name, address, age, and sex of the applicant; name, address, and
occupation of the applicant's parents or guardians; the name and
address of the secondary school the applicant is attending or has
attended and graduated; the name and address of the college the
applicant expects to aftend~ the vocational goal of the applicant;
and the name of and degree of relationship to a former member of
the division. The unit and dates of service in the division of the
former member must be included.
2. A transcript of the applicant's high school record must be included
with the letter of application. The transcript must include at least
the first seven semesters of the applicant's record.
3. The applicant must have a counselor or principal of the high
school, he or she is attending write a letter of recommendation to
the chairman of the scholarship committee.
4. The applicant must take the PSAT which is given every October.
The applicant must see that the results of the PSAT are sent to thp
chairman of the scholarship committee. These results may be
included with the high school transcript or sent to the chairman
from the College Entrance Examination Board. The SAT of the
CEEB may be submitted in lieu of the PSAT.
5. THE APPLICAnON MUST BE SENT TO THE CHAIRMA,~ OF
THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE BY MARCH 15. Applications
received after March 15 will not be considered.
6. All applicants must accept the decision of the Scholarship
Committee as final.
7. Information to determine financial need will be req uested by the
Scholarship Committee after the applications have been con-
sidered.
8. Recipients of the scholarships may apply for renewal of the
scholarship each year. A copy of the student's college grades, a
financial statement, and a letter requesting renewal of the
scholarship should be sent to the chairman by March 15.
9. All applications must be sent to: John ,J. Clouser. Scholarship
Chairman, Ninth Infantry Division Association, Rt. 4 Box 50A
Crystal River, PI. 32629.
<'
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE
NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION
:\SSOCIATIOl"
A proposal to change the
membership qualifications in
the Association's By-Laws will
again be considered at the Re-
union in Fayetteville, N.C. June
24-26. 1982.
To provide members with
relative information on the
issue prior to the Reunion, the
following is presented: 1. The
proposed changes, 2. the pre-
sent membership qualifica-
tions, and 3. the original
membership qualifications.
Also, the procedures for con-
sidering the issue at the busi-
ness meeting, and statements
by members Pro and Con are
presented.
It is hoped that members will
think about this issue in an ob-
jecti ve manner a nd be
prepared to act with dispatch
and orderliness at the business
meeting.




1. Amend Paragraph 4 to read:
4. To permit any individual
who wore the Octofoil from
December 7,1941 to May 7,1945
(World War II). December 19,
1966 to September 25, 1969
(Vietnam), and after May 26.
1972 (Regular Army combat
division) and served honorably
in the Ninth Infantry Division
be eligible for membership in
the Ninth Infantry Division
Association. Any member or
former member of the 70th and
746th Tank Battalions, 899th
Tank Destroyer Battalion, or
the 376th Anti-Aircraft <A.W.J
Hattalion who served with these
units while attached to the
Ninth Infantry Division during
World War II shall be eligible
for membership in the Associa-
tion. The wife or any member
or any individual who was eligi-
ble for membership prior to his
decease shall be eligible for
membership in the Ladies Aux-
iliary of the Association.
2. Add paragraph 12f to read:
12f. Any individual who serv-
ed in the Ninth Infantry Divi-
sion from December 19, 1966 to
September 26, 1969 (Vietnam)
and after May 26,1972 (Regular
Army combat division) shall
pay an enrollment fee of $20.00
in addition to one year's dues
upon initial enrollment in the
Association. Such enrollment
fees shall be placed in the
Capital Fund of the Associa-
tion.
3. Amend Paragraph 16 by ad-
ding:
Upon change of the By-Laws
to admit to membership those
who served in the Ninth Infan-
try Division December 19, 1966
to September 25, 1969 (Viet-
nam) and after May 26, 1972
(Regular Army combat divi-
sion) the Board of Governors of
the Association shall be in-
creased to fifteen members.
The additional member shall be
elected from those who served
in the Ninth Infantry Division
December 19, 1966 to
September 25,1969 (Vietnam)
and after May 26,1972 (Regular
Army combat division). This
provision shall be reconsidered
five years after the admission
of those who served in the Ninth
Infantry Division December 19,
1966 to September 25, 1969
(Vietnam) and after May 26,









4. To permit any individual
who wore the Octofoil from
December 7, 1941 to May
7, 1945 and served honor-
ably in the Ninth Infantry
Di vision be eligible for
membership in the 9th In-
fantry Division Association
and any member or former
member of the 70th and
746th Tank Bn., 899th Tank
Destroyer Battalion or the
376th Anti-Aircraft (A.W.)
Battalion who served with
these units, shall be eligi-







Section 1. Any person now,
before or hereafter assigned to
the Ninth Infantry Division
shall be eligible for member-
ship. Any member or former
member of the 746th Tank Bat-
talion, 899th Tank Destroyer
Battalion and 376th Anti-
Aircraft Artillery Automatic
Weapons Battalion, who served
overseas with the Ninth Infan-




TIOl" OF PROPOSED BY-
LAW CHANGES
•
The consideration of propos-
ed membership qualification
changes in the By-Laws of the
Association historically has
resulted in heated and emo-
tional discussion. The action
which followed the discussion,
on a number of occasions, took
place amid confusion and
uncertainity as to proper pro-
cedure.
To avoid confusion and to
keep the discussion as objective
as possible the President of the
Association will establish the
following procedures:
1. Members will be checked
for a paid up membership
card prior to entering the
business meeting. Only those
with a valid card will be
admitted.
2. The credentials committee
will have to certify that
all present are paid up
members.
3. The members, at the be-
ginning of the business
meeting, will be asked by
the President to adopt the
following voting procedures:
a. The initial vote will be
by voice
b. If the results are not
clear to the President,
he will have a second vote
taken by paper ballot
c. The paper ballots will
be counted by a tabulating
committee appointed by
the President. The com-
mittee will report the
vote tabulation to the
President, who will pre-
sent the results to the
members.
Remember the Date~




I cannot in good conscience
understand an organization
tha t rejects the younger
comrades-in-arms of our divi-
sion who fought under its ban-
ner and for our country in Viet-
nam. Such conduct is incon-
sistent with the respect that
veterans have shown tradi-
tionally to one another and is in
stark contrast with the perfor-
mance of other division
associations, specifically, the
1st Infantry Division Assoc-
iation, the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion Association, and the 101st
Airborne Division Association.
Although one of the founders
of the 9th Infantry Division
Association, a past President,
and a Life Member. I have an
intense loyalty to the Vietnam
Veteran and admire his per-
formance under uniquely dif-
ferent circumstances. For the
Vietnam Veterans to be
"shafted" by his fellow division







The 9th Infantry Division
Association was formed by the
officers and men of the Ninth
Infantry Division in order to
perpetuate the memory of our
fallen comrades, to preserve
the esprit de corps of the divi-
sion, to assist in promoting an
everlasting world peace ex-
clusively by means of education
activities and to serve as an in-
formation bureau to members
and former members of the
division.
This association, as it is now
organized, will cease to exist
around the year 2000. Who
cares? We will be dead, you will
be dead, so who needs such an
organization?
There will always be a need
for our association to live on
and it behooves all of us who so
agree to attend the 1982 reunion
and seeto it thatour by-laws are
changed so that the Vietnam
veterans and others who have
and are now wearing The Oc-
tofoil will have the opportunity
and privilege to become
members and carryon our fine
traditions.
Our active membership now
numbers about 1400 and it is felt
that a vast majority desire to
open up the membership. At the
last reunion, the motion to
change the by-laws was
defeated, by a vote of 52 against
and 51 in favor. We cannot let
this happen again at Fort
Bragg.
We cannot condone the pusill-
animous attitude that has
prevailed within our associa-
tion since 1979 when General
Westmoreland requested
publication in The Odofoil of a
letter pertaining to changing
the by-laws, such request being
denied as detrimental to the
good of the Association.
We are the only Division
Association that denies the
Vietnam veteran the privilege




St. Leonard, Md. 20685
Fellow members of the 9th In-
fantry Division Association:
The question of admitting to
our membership those who
have served in our Division
after World War II remains
open and is apparently both
tender and controversial. My
acquaintances from the 1st In-
fantry Division and the 2nd In-
fantry Division, both of which
were tactical entities in World
War I, World War II, Korea and
Vietnam advise that they have
no problem in accepting
veterans from more recent con-
flicts into their Associations
and I feel very strongly that we
should do the same. Perhaps
some qualifications as to com-
bat participation, such as battle
stars awarded, should be con-
sidered as a prerequisite to
membership if that would be
more satisfactory to our
members who now seem to
prefer to have us be a terminal
or finite organization.
I was very embarassed to
have us turn away decorated
Staff Sargeant veteran of Viet-
nam at our Washington Conven-
tion in July '80, particularly
when I shared a room wi th an
ex-member of '''G'' Co. 47th
who was a veteran of both
World War II and Vietnam in
the 9th Division.
Are we really so special to
ourselves that we can exclude
later wearers of the Octofoil





In response to y our request as
to why I favor the amendment
of our bylaws to include
membership to those who serv-
ed in Vietnam as well as others
presently serving, or who have
served, in the Division. my
reasons are as follows.
Purpose of Change
1. To perpetuate the historical
continuity of our Association.
(Without youth we shall surely
fade away.!
2. Work to share our member-




3. To maintain the capital fund
proportionately to growth
through new members.
4. ThE" change as proposed does
not affect the control of the
Association. This gives us the
opportunity to become better
acquainted and have
understanding of each other's
purpose.
5. It should be understood that
these proposed changes have
come from within the Associa-
tion and not from outside
pressure groups.
I believe we belong to one of the
finest fraternal organizations
that anyone could ever desire to
be a member of.. .. It is with this
spirit that I would like to see
this Association perpetuated.
I realize my thinking may
sound selfish, but I feel this as a
result of my commitment,







As I said in Springfield, Il-
linois, when I thought that we
had put this issue to rest, the
whole issue seems to be, "What
do we want from our Associa-
tion?" Is it to be an organiza-
tion glorifying the Ninth Divi-
sion as the American Legion
does the Armed Services, or is
it to be an organization which
permits we, the members who
organized at Fort Bragg and
later fought in the European
campaign to meet together
again annually and enjoy the
fellowship, warmth and
satisfaction of seeing the faces
of those who survived while we
mourn and have a memorial
service for those who did not
survive. Are we to be a group of
similar age, thinking and habits
who enjoy the same music at
our banquets and dances, who
enjoy the fellowship of com-
rades who were bound together
with the sole purpose during
World War II, or is our desire to
form a memorial to the Ninth
Infantry Division with the
stress being on the Octofoil and
not the comradeship which I,
for one, value so highly.
For those who say that we
should let the Vietnam Ninth In-
fantry Division soldiers into
this organization, I say to you
let them organize their own
Association and enjoy the many
benefits which I have enjoyed
in this one over the years.
There are those who say that
the Organization will die some
day because our group will be
too old to carryon. To you I say,
when we have reached that
point in time when we can no
longer carryon and no longer
have the pleasure of meeting
annually with our comrades, or
when there are no longer any of
us left, we can make provisions
in the By-Laws of our Organiza-
tion to turn any funds then ex-
isting into either a charitable
organization or turn the pro-
ceeds over to any other Ninth
Infantry Division Organization
which is functioning at that
time.
In closing, let me say that I
sincerely hope that I can con-
tinue to meet annually with my
comrades, whom I hold in such
high esteem. I hope that we will
be permitted to enjoy these reu-
nions with those who enjoy the
same things we do and to
mourn our deceased brothers
together without having to ex-
plain to total strangers, who did
not serve with us, just exactly
what is going on.
See you at Fort Bragg in
June.
Frank B. Rankin
129 W. Catawba Ave .
Mt. Holly, N.C. 28120
I am opposed to expanding
membership in our association.
The association is now compos-
ed solely of combat veterans of
World War II. The division was
a training division at Fort Dix
for just short of seven (7) years.
The division also trained 100,000
soldiers during its tenure at
Fort Carson, Colorado. Those
whose sole duty with the divi-
sion was basic training should
not be considered for associa-
tion membership. I don't think
combat veterans and basic
trainees have much in com-
mon.
Take into consideration the
number of persons who sel'Ved
with the division at other times,
in Germany (1954-55-56), Fort
Carson and Vietnam the num-
bers become astronomical.
Expanding our membership
criteria will drastically change
our association as we know and
enjoy it.
Those who attended the last
three reunions are well aware
that the current membership
exceeded the facilities of the
hotels at which they were held.
At Hyannis members were
turned away from the banquet
as the 520 seat capacity was ex-
ceeded.
At this point., expanded
membership may well mean
that the old timers may be ex-
cluded from the activities of
their own reunions. I think the
members who have faithfully
supported the association for so
many years deserve a little con-
sideration.
For those who fear we are
becoming a last man's club,
have no fear. As the years pro-
gress and the ranks decline, I
am sure appropriate action will
be taken by our membership to
alleviate the horrors of a last
men's club. For all others I am
sure they are active members
of the Octofoil Association.
George H. Brown
RD 1, Box 142
Freehold, NY 12431









Tip Of The Hat
Remembering the
Scholarship Fund we thank
the following members and
friends for their donations.
We salute you.
Said they like their new town-
house - it beats the "lean-to"
of a year ago - but are con-
cerned about the squadrons of
'planes flying "below" their
window while observing flight
from their second-floor
bedroom!
On The Receiving End
Wrote to and received a nice
letter from Neal Conger, our
buddy from Bragg to Sicily.
Neal tells me he was on the
"receiving" end of going with
the 15th. In£. - was wounded 4
times! - Say's he owes his sur-
vival to the training he received
while with the 47th. and to his
friend, Audey Murphy,
decorated and famed hero of
W.W. 2. - Neal left B Co. of the
15th. In£. as its 1st. Sergeant.
Trapshoot
Comes Feb. 10-15th we expect
Orion & Eleanor Shockley to be
in our general area as Orion is
competing in the Southern
Grand American Trapshoot at
Odessa, Fla. some 15 miles
from Tarpon Springs. - Still
deeply involved in the boat-
building and leasing business
with two more 150 ft. - 45 state-
room boats in their final phase
of construction - one to
operate out of Ketchikan,
Alaska, and the other will
cruise the Columbia River bet-
ween Portland, Ore. and
Lewiston, Idaho.
At this point Orion said retire-
ment is in his plans - again! -
Like in no fooling! We hope to
get together wi th the
"Shockleys" during their
Florida stay so have a good
stay and good shooting
SQUEEZE IT OFF, ORIONl
Unfortunately
Just as I was about to put this
month's column "to bed" - so to
speak. We received a 'phone
call from my talented and able
partner, Pat Morano, advising
us lila t Ann and he would not be
arriving at Madeira Beach for
their planned month's stay as,
unfortunately, Ann was injured
in a car accident attributed to
the snow and icy conditions
around Chambersburg. - For-
tunately she could walk away
from the damage which "total-
ed" their car but she isn't
physically able to enjoy a
Florida stay.
Speedy recovery, Ann, - you
have the best wishes of all our
"Beco" family and we're look-
ing forward to seeing you both
at Fayetteville.
Don't Delay
Awright you'se guy's if you
haven't already sent in your
reservation deposit - please
don't delay! - Remember, the
later the reserve - the further
you'll be from the bar! - (Ed.
note- that'll do it everytime! )
Keep those letters coming it
adds for a more interesting col-
umn, don't you agree? - Now.










OR ~OT TO "B"
They say "The Postman
always rings twice" - well,
recently and possibly as the
result of our closing verbal
"prod" in the Sept. - Oct. issue
he's doing extremely better.
bringing news and glad-tidings
from our "Beco' family.
A welcomed letter from
George & Jane Bentley, out of
Conyers, Ga. revealed the re-
cent marriage of their son,
George, - "Beco" extends
belated best wishes to the
newly-weds for every hap-
piness!
Ann Edie writes from New
Philadelphia, Ohio that Bob and
she are planning to make the
Fayetteville Reunion - it will
be their "first".
Joe and Edith Podany have
put in a record-breaking
"loser" of a winter - more
minuses in their temperatures
than in our Governments' fiscal
program! Joe said "You don't
have to be crazy to live in Min-
neapolis - but it surer'n hell
helps!" er' come down here,
Joe, and enjoy 80+ weather -
not minus!
Illusive Larrv
Nick and Olga Pal~ga write
that Pete & Nettie Mastrangelo
contacted our illusive eX-1st
Sgt. Larry Krogbin. - They
were hopeful of a long-overdue
reunion with Larry and Greer.
- Seems all you "yankees"
have had more than your share
of, shall we call it "inclement
weather"? - We read about it,
pool-side, while basking in the
noon-day sun!
Burlington, Vt. Jack & Kay
DiSanto cried "we've had it! !"
- skylifted their car over
mountains of snow and are now
"enjoying" at Satellite Beach -
near Patrick Air Force Base on
the east coast of Florida. -
with their camper after their
last trip of the season. While
Louie was removing the con-
tents of the camper it exploded.
Louie received 1st and 2nd
degree burns on his face and
hands. The shock of the fire in-
duced a diabetic condition and
Louie is now on insulin. He
retired from GM in 1974.
Joe Mosier says there is plen-
ty of snow and cold weather in
Sun Prairie, Wisconsin. Ross
Kepple has those ailments
which some of us have or will
have before long; bronchial
asthma, sinus and arthritis.
Bob LaDez has joined the club.
He is a diabetic. Dick Hill sent
an epistle, as he calls it, on his
trip to Worcester. Harold
Wallace had his two grand-
children with him in Houston
this summer. The children also
enjoyed a trip to Michigan to
visit the other grandparents.
Harold is going to night college
and loves it.
John Brazil has given up his
job as manager of a cattle
ranch. Since 1975 he has been
an independant - prunning cat-
tle. A city slicker wants to know
if that means separating the
weak from the strong or selec-
ting those who can produce nice
tender beef from those who will
have to end up in grinders. Win-
nie Nosek sent a note for the
family. Dick Hill was so
enthusiastic about his trip to
Worcester the Noseks might at-
tempt it in 1982. Joe Albanese
and Sheriff Leach have been
able to survive a tough winter
in Northern Vermont.
There could be more difficult
winter yet to come. Button up
~nd keep warm if you live in an
area where the weather man is
so unpredictable. Take care
of yourself. Remember Fayet-







Hosts for 83 Reunion
Bob DeSandy spoke of the
1983 Reunion and advised that
·the committies have been form-
ed and things are starting to
move forward to that date a
year into the future. For all
Michigan members reading
this, Bob is asking your total
support and is looking for per-
sons to come forward to assist
in this big undertaking.
As usual the OCTOFOIL was
eagerly received. I did not get
to Worcester so was surprised
to find that I am Co-Chairman,
with Edwin Wisnewski, for the
Thursday Night Social. I will be
there but I hope Ed has a strong
grip on the arrangements at
this time.
Retirees Enjoy Life
I was happy to read The Of-
fering George King made to the
OCTOFOIL. He must be well
and like the rest of the old
retirees enjoying life. The only
thing Jennie and I have found
wrong with retirement is that
the days are only twenty-four
hours long.
Great Leader
I also want to thank Randall
H. Bryant for the mention of
Colonel James Johnson. Also
thanks for the pictures. Colonel
Johnson was an officer welllik-
ed and a man that I thought was
a great leader. I was near him
on that June 29th 1944 and still
remember what happened that
day.
We had a card from Chuck
and Irma Koskie. They are on a









The Ninth Division Associa-
tion is made up of men who
fought together in World War 2.
We became a happy family and
formed this association to keep
in touch with each other. We
fought together and in some
cases helped each other sur-
vive, we are a happy group.
Let's keep it that way. The
association will go on for a long
time, see the boys dance at a
reunion or march from the fire
station at Fr. Connors
Memorial Mass, they look
good! The members we now
have make up a good reunion
group to be accommodated in
any fair size hotel. Do not
believe that we have a dying
group, we can and will go on for
a long time. I have nothing
against the other boys, they
want something we have and
we should fight to keep it. Do
not be fooled by some of the
brass, we are a happy family
let's keep it that way. Boys who
fought together should stay
together. We have so much to
lose if we should give the
association away. The money
we have in our fund has nothing
to do with wanting to see the
association as it now stands.
Frederick B. D'Amore
95 Webster Ave.
East Boston, Ma. 02128
The year for the Michigan
Chapter got off at a slow
march. Due to the variables in
the weather only thirty four
members and guest put in an
appearance for our February
meeting held at Das Michigan
Haus in Bay City, Michigan on
February 13th.
Elmer Wagner did his usually
fine job of planning and hosting
the event. Though the group
was small in number and the
spirit that prevailed was very
high. The food was good and the
drinks refreshing.
First Timers
Among those present, and for
the first time, was Jerrie Oele
and guest. After many letters to
Jerry at Sparta, Mich. which
the Post Office returned, my
last letter bore fruit as some
postal employee made a
mistake and forwarded it to
Jerrie at Comstock Park, Mich.
Jerry wrote thanking me for
the letter and in his letter
wrote this is the first direct
contact I have had with the 9th
since 1946." Jerry is now a
member of the Michigan
Chapter and I know we will be
seeing more of him now that he
has found us.
While on the subject of mail,
and its being delivered, my last
mailing to Mr. Clark Davidson
845 Kapat Drive Rte. #1 Hope,
Mich. 48628 was returned mark-
ed "Moved, not forwardable".
If anyone knows where Clark is
now living please drop me a
line.
Our Dinner Party was inter-
rupted by a business meeting
called by president Billie Mar-
tin. A report was given on the
up coming 1982 reunion at
Fayetteville, N.C. Plans were
made for our April meeting and
the annual memorial service to
be held in May. The April
Meeting is to be held at the
home of Fred and Jane Josey in
Grand Blanc, Mich. on April
17th.
May each of you have a Hap-
py and Prosperous New Year.
Mother ~ature
Old man winter was most
destructive this year. It has
been years since he visited New
England so early. Most cities
and towns except those in the
far north had more than 20 in-
ches of snow before Christmas.
Up in the ski country they
measure snow in feet not in-
ches.
Our daily papers keep us up
to date with his activities all of
the way to the west coast. It is
unbelievable what Mother
Nature can do.
This year our Association will
assemble where it first began,
Fayetteville and Ft. Bragg.
The welcome mat was ex-
tended to Fr. Connors at our
dinner at the Sheraton Linc01tl
last November by the Pastor of
the Immacula te Conception
Church so tha t the troops can
again gather in 1982 to honor
those who passed on.
Do Their Best
Local chapters will do their
best to keep us informed
through the pages of the OC-
TOFOIL of the activities they
sponsor throughout the year.
Let us continue to support those
men who want to preserve the
OLD RELIABLE tradition.
Manny Effron is much enthus-
ed about the Florida chapter.
This year 43 of you good peo-
ple took time out of your busy
day to send that familiar and
time honored greeting to Alice
and me. I think that 43 names is
about half of the names on our
old battery roster. Many of them
had a short welcome note writ-
ten in female hand writing.
Thanks girls, keep it up.
Here 'n There
Betty England wrote a few
words about an accident in
which Louie was involved. Bet-
ty and Louie had arrived home
Whea was the last time you wrote a letter to our
MaD CaU Column?
Our Association was founded
in honor of the Ninth Infantry
Division men who fought and
died during World War II. The
membership was limited to
those who served at that point
of time in history.
It was a close and wonderful
Association and our Fallen
Comrades were remembered.
That's the way it was and that's
the way it was intended to be.
In recent years, attempts
have been made to open the
Association to the new Ninth.
We've been accused of
disrespect to those who served
since the Great War.
That is not so. Their
sacrifices were recognized a
long time ago. A Resolution was
passed by the Board of Gover-
nors on November 6, 1965 ex-
pressing our full support. This
was done at a time of great op-
position all over the country.
Our expressions were deeply
appreciated and acknowledged
by General Westmoreland, then
Commander of the Armed
Forces in Vietnam.
Unfortuna tely, some
memories are short. We who
wish to have our Association re-
main as it was, are accused of
betraying the very men whom
we commended.
So far such tactics have failed
to change the By-Laws but thev
have succeeded in dividing ~
great Association.
Most of the men from the old
and the new Ninth Infantrv
Division would rather hav~
their Associations as they were.





continued from page :~
This letter is to explain some
of the reasons why I am oppos-
ed to the proposed changes in
membership qualifications of
the Association.
I am not strongly for or
against opening the member-
ship to the 'younger veterans:
but when I vote, I am tempted
to vote against for the following
reasons:
1. Our Association has for 36
years been running smoothly
and I have enjoyed it. I cannot
see where new members can
improve it.
2. We are dedicated to the 4581
killed in action in the eight
campaigns of World War II
and to all our buddies we
remember so well.
3. Our thoughts and
memories, conversation,
entertainment, and memorial
services are entirely different
from these younger veterans.
4. If the young veterans have
their own organization, I
think they will enjoy it more.
They have no reason to care
about the old guys from World
War II.
5. I don't think the Viet Nam
vets and the soldiers at Fort
Lewis today want to join any
organization. The Army and a
couple of officers are the only
ones bugging us. We voted it
down four times already, now
that should be enough.
These younger veterans
have, or had their own Octofoil
Association which seems to
have flopped, our Association
seems to improve with time: at
least I enjoy it more each year.
With all respect to every man
that ever wore the Octofoil,




Schiller Park, Illinois 60176
PROPOSED CHANGES
Dead~lne for copy of the nen Issue of the O~tofoU will
be AP HI L 20 th
mail call
continued from page 5
9th Medics
PETE RADICHIO
Yacht & Tennis Club
9415 Blind Pass Rd.
St. Petersburg Beach, Fl. 33706
Well here I am in Florida,
retired as of Feb. 1st, 1982. I am
starting a new life, not uro to it
but to this point, love it. I came
cross country with my travel
trailer and enjoyed every bit of
it. I expect to come to Bragg
with my trailer if all goes well.
Maybe 'we'll have a 9th division
convoy from Florida to Bragg!
My wife and I had supper with
Bruce & Sue Johnstone and we
talked about the chapter in
Florida. Now after so many
years I can really get involved
with my famous division. The
chapter here is going to have a
meeting in Ocala and I expect
to attend with Bruce and his
wife and my wife. We are going
to make it a going chapter.
Sorry we couldn't have a con-
vention in California, it would
have been great! The next con-
vention we have I hope we can
get new faces in the next elec-
tion. It seems like a merry-go-
round. Let's get new faces and
new ideas. I just got through
writing to several people get-
ting them to come to Bragg. I
want to urge all my 9th medics
comrades to get their' 'fannys"
at this convention and let's
reminis'ce and talk about our
famous McFaddens Pond and
Chicken Road, etc. It should be
great fun. I'll be there! Will
you? I will close now, take care
~nd keep well. Please send my
Octofoil at my new address.




When I left the 2nd Bn of the
60th at Manchlng, Bavana in
Aug. 1945, I wondered then if
and when I'd ever see any of
those men again - especially the
men of the 2nd platoon of
George Company, men I'd been
with since the Bulge, lIlen I'd
accompanied into Camp Elsen-
born, then Hofen, Rohren and
Drei born, un for getta hI e
Hasenfeld, across the RoeI' into
Nideggen, the run to Remagen,
the race across the Bridge, ever
westward to Bitterfeld, Wolfen
and the Russians - Sieglinde's
accordian music before the
withdrawal into Bavaria and
the few occupation days in Mar-
ching before the points were
sufficient for another
withdrawal.
Well, Dan, the wonder is
over. I'll be at Bragg for the
37th annual reunion, my first!
But June 1982 - how about other
Junes, that the 60th guys lived.
June 1918 in Chateau- Thierry
salient; June 1919 at the
Remagen bridgehead; June
1941 returning from maneuver
against the 44th division; June
1943 (unforgettable) at Magen-
ta, south of the French Foreign
Legion Headquarters at Sidi bel
Abbes, and its flies, intense
heat, manure, choking dust and
lack of everything modern;
June 1944 the assault on Cher-
bourg and then June 1945 in the
Geisenfeld occupation area in
Bavaria. These will probably
be some of the reminiscences at
Bragg in June 1982. But I'd like
to hear tnem and I'd like to
have some conversation with
some one from the George
Company of the 60th who serv-
ed with it during the 1945 cam-
paign. I'll bring my rock, my
piece of stone from Remagen
and my bit of sand from the
Omaha Beach, where I landed.
It should be a fine day for
friends. Looking forward to see-
ing Westy and Carl Winter and
Bart Bartholomew and you too,
Dan.
Co. G , 47th Inf.
GEORGE BAKO
5275 Monroe Ave., Apt. 7
San Diego, Ca. 92115
A few hurried lines on a rainy
Sunday P.M. How are you all
back there in all that snow and
ice? You folks sure have had a
rough winter. We are both in
good health at the moment. The
Queen and I often talk of all of
our friends back in the east. We
sure miss you all and hope to
see you at the reunion in Bragg.
God Bless you all. In reading
the last news in the Octofoil, I
was made aware of the big push
and hurrah for the perpetuation
and bringing in all vets of the
Ninth of all wars. I am
adamantly opposed to any
change. I still remember the
preamble to our constitution of
why and how our organization
was set up for WW 2 Vets. This
should in no way be tampered
with. I respect and admire our
Buddies of the new wars. A
word to all WW 2 buddies, if you
think like me, get on the band-
wagon. Write and talk at your
chapter meetings. If you don't,
we will be buried at the next
convention. I believe all paid up
members should have a vote on
such a momentous decision.
Last year, 104 members sat
down in debate on this decision.
I do not think this is fair. Let's
hear some of you other anti's
speak up. God Bless You All.
Hq. 9th Med Bn.
SEWELL CARSON
Box 344, RD 3
Somerset, N.J. 08873
I was a charter member and
somewhere along the line I
dropped out. Received this ap-
plication from Gus Agostinelli
of Rochester. Hope to make the
reunion this year.
Co. H. :)9th InL
EARNIE EDWARDS
Rt. 3, Box 40C
Weston, W. Va. 26452
Thank you for the paper tell-
ing about the reunion. My hus-
band is thrilled to think he
might get to see some of his old
buddies. We're planning on
coming this year. He's had 2
heart attacks, so we keep the
faith that he'll come. He had his
checkup Feb. 2 and his doctor
said he was doing fine. I am en-
closing his dues.
Co. F, 60th Inf.
JOHN SCHRIFFEN
9790 66 St. N, L 235
Pinellas Pk, Fla. 33565
I am sending dues and dona-
tion to the Marker fund. I was a
replacement from the 69th divi-
sion into the 9th in July 1944.
Now that you have my address,
I got my Octofoil. I am in
Florida from October to May
and May to early October in
Penn. I have a 35 ft. trailer far
the summer. Merry Christmas
to all and Good health. I will try
to make a meeting in summer
when I am in Long Island.
K Co. 39th Inf.
THOMAS MICKELSON
5000 N. Abbott Ave.
Minneapolis, Minn. 55429
Enclosed is a check for my
association dues before I get
the red label. I just mailed my
reservations in for the coming
reunion. I was with K Co 39th all
the way. I hope to see some of
the old gang.




Enclosed is check for dues
and Marker fund in memory of
brother Edmund Houckes. Hop-
ing to attend Ft. Bragg reunion.
THE OCTOFOIL
Co. K, 39th Inf.
AL NAPADANO
POBox 981
New Castle, Pa. 16103
Before the tell tale red ink
shows, I will include a check for
dues and the rest to go to the
Marker fund at Ft. Bragg. It's
been 40 years since I first was
at Ft. Bragg with C Co. 47th Inf.
In Sept. of 1942 I joined K Co
before we left to go overseas. It
sure will be nice to visit the old
campsite. I hope all members
of the division had festive holi-
day greetings and good luck to
one and all in this new year.
The last reunion I attended was
in Detroit. I am still living in
New Castle with my mother
who is going on 86. She has been
sick during most of 1981 and I
am doing the best of everything
I can for her. Her sister also
lives here with us. I would like
very much to attend the reu-
nion. In the Octofoil I see where
the name of Pat Morano of B
Company 47th was mentioned.
He was a Sgt. at the time and
George Grieve was with him.
Poor George has leg braces and
walks with 2 crutches. I saw
him a week ago and he is plann-
ing to come to the reunion. To
Peter Janus, Angelo Motta,
George Gordon and Co. K bud-
dies God Bless you all. I will try
to make the reunion at Bragg!




Enclosed are my dues for
1982 and my best to you par-
ticularly for all the great effort
you have expended to keep the
association alive and well, plus
all the others who have kept the
faith all these years. I \\:auld
like to join those who are in
favor of opening our ranks to
those who have worn the Oc-
tofoi! after we returned. It is a
legacy that should not die after
the originals have been called
to the CP in the sky. We certain-
ly are worthy of continued
remembrance, not for our per-
sonal glory but the American
ideal. Our light was largely hid-
den under the bushel basket
during the war. Our exploits
should not be forgotten by
future generations, they too,
might someday be called on as
we were, to preserve the sanity
of the world. We have 6 children
and 8 grandchildren, so at the
moment we have a very big in-
terest in the future. May you
and yours have a very good
1982. Please keep up the good
work as it is people like you,
Dan, who are the glue that
keeps us together. Best regards
to all.
Co. H. 60th Inf. I
GLENN C. BEASON
28321 Sun City Blvd.
Sun City, Ca. 92381
I don't know if I am in the red
or not. But enclosed you will
find my check for three year
membership.
Also want to change my ad-
dress. I have moved to CA.
Sorry I don't have any news
from here, ha ven 't met anyone
from the 9th as yet. But I have
only been here one month, I do
want you to know I sure like
reading the Octofoil, I don't
read it just once, but over and
over. Always hoping to see so-
meone's name that I would
remember. Not so, but I'll keep
on reading.
Dan you are doing a great.
job, keep up the good work. God
Bless You.




Here is my check for 3 more
years of dues. I will be going to
Fayetteville in June and hope to
see more of Hq. Co. there. Best
wishes.




Enclosed is my dues for 3
years plus a donation for the
Marker fund and if too late then
add to Scholarship fund. Good
to see you and others at Fr.
Connors Memorial Mass. Keep
it going. See you and all at Ft.
Bragg in June. Al Bravin has us





Central Fall, R.I. 02863
Enclosed is my check for 1982
dues. I wish you and the
association a Happy and Pros-
perous New Year.
Co. D, Med. Bn.
HERBERT STERN
12427 Old Oaks Dr.
Houston, Tex. 77024
Enclosed is my check to
cover 1982 membership and
balance toward the scholarship
fund. From some of the letters I
ha ve received during the
holidays, the turnout at Fayet-
teville will be overwhelming!
Hope you will print some of the
programs and schedule ac-
tivities in one of the forth-
coming issues of the Octofoil. I






Hi! Grace and I would like to
wish you and your wife the best
of Holidays. I expect to make
Ft. Bragg with Chaconas next
year. Received a note from Jim
Quinn's wife, Rita, telling me of
Jim's death on Aug. 7, 1981. Jim
was a well liked member of B
Btry. He was living in Madison,
N.J. at the time of his death.
Stay well and see you next
June.
Co. B 9th Med. Bn.
GEORGE STEIN
8747 E. Girard Ave.
Denver, Colo. 80231
Enclosed are dues for the
next 3 years. Will be going to
Fayetteville for the reunion this
June and am hoping to meet
some more of the boys from Co.
B 9th Med. Bn.
B Co 39th Inf.
IRV TERCHAK
2559 So. 90th St.
West Allis, Wis. 53227
Just got back from 1 months
vacation in Hawaii. Had a great
time, and got away from the
terrible Wisconsin weather we
had this year. It's also time to
renew my dues and mail in my
annual Memorial fund which I
never fail to do. Hope that I'll
be able to be at Ft. Bragg with
all my great buddies from B Co






Sending in an application for
membership in the association
plus a donation towards the
Marker fund. On the back of my
application is a buddy's name,
Michael Dembitsky. I would
like to contact him. (Secretary
has sent his address to
Stephen). I retired from
Military in 1963 and this year I
retire from my civilian job, so I
plan to spend most of my time
fishing out in the Chesapeake
Bay in Md. and fishing around
Miami, where my daughter
lives with her husband. Hope to
see all of you at Fayetteville in
June.




Leola and I have never at-
tended a reunion. We just never
had the time. We thought about
it the last 2 years but couldn't
make it. However we have
already sent in our reservations
and can hardly wait. I have
been able to contact a few of the
boys from Btry C. If any of you
out there have any addresses,
please contact them or send
them to me and I will write
them. Now if some of the
Yankee doughboys know any
one in the FA, contact them.
Old C Btry had lots of good
doughboys in front of us or
some of us wouldn't be here. I
have a friend here in Vernon,
Wilbert Kieschnick, he was
with the 899 TD and was shot up
bad and is not in very good
health. I don't think he will
come but If he had an old friend
out there to prod him a little, he
might come. I retired in 1980. I
pumped oil wells for Exxon for
35 years in North Central and
We~t Texas. Now most of the
time, Leola and I take it easy,
play golf some times, but for
kicks I have about 50 hives of
honey bees. I haul them to south
Texas for winter and back to
North Texas to produce a spr-
ing crop and sell honey. In
order to enjoy a good hobby it
has to have a little sting in it!
Here's hoping to see a lot of
good friends come June.
Co. K, 47th Inf.
JOHN MRUGALA
RD 1, Box 11
Barnesboro, Pa. 15814
I am enclosing my check for
membership dues. I will be at
this years reunion in N.C. I
have already received my con-
firmation for my reservation
and am looking forward to be-
ing with my buddies again. I
missed last years reunion
because my wife broke her
ankle in March and was not
well enough to go. I read the ar-
ticle in the Readers Digest on
Matt Urban and wrote them
just when he received his Medal
of Honor and they answered my
letter. I have never been in
Fayetteville or Ft. Bragg, for I
joined the division Tunisia. I
use to listen to the old time talk
about Chicken Road and I feel
as if I have been there. I took
.my training at Camp; Wheeler
out:::,ide of Macon, Ga. and was
sent overseas. I only wish that a
lot of K comp; any men come to
the reunion this year for it has
been a long time since some of
us have seen each other and our
time is growing short. May God
bless you and all of our com-






Enclosed find check to extend
membership for another 3
years. I am looking forward to
attending the convention if for
no other reason than voting
against letting the new 9th into
our association. Our associa-
tion was built on tradition and
has established itself and is a
going concave so let's keep it
that way. If the time comes
where all good things must
come to an end, so be it. The
reputation and memories of the
Old Reliables will go on. We can
rest on our laurels. Let the new
division (9th) establish their
own association and not ride on
our coat tails. May you and
your wife have a happy, healthy
and prosperous New Year. See
you at Ft. Bragg.
Trip to N. Africa, Sicily, and Rome
.A .t~ip to visit places in i'. Africa and Sicily where the Ninth
~.I~lslOn fought ~uringWorld War 2 is being contemplated. A
HSI~ t.o R~me wIll.also be included. To determine if there is
suffiCient mterest In such a trip, members should indicate by
lette~ to D.a~ Quinn, Secretary by May I, 1982.
It IS antiCipated that the two week trip will be in October
1982 and cost approximately $2500.00 per person. Cost will





Enclosed is my contribution
for the Marker fund. I hope to
attend the 1982 reunion in
Fayetteville. The last reunions
I attended were in Columbus,
Ohio and Pittsburgh, Pa ..
around 1948 or 1949. Am most
anxious to meet old friends
from the 15 Eng. Bn.
continued on page 5




The festivities and inter-
esting events of 1981 especially
t~e convention in June at Hyan-
nIS and Fr. Connors services in
Worcester were well attended
by many old and some new
members. The early June
Hyannis date and the return to
Massachusetts for Fr. Connors
did not appear to affect the at-
tendance at either event. No na-
tional convention or local affair
brings out more national. city
and local officials than Fr. Con-
nors does at Worcester. Said of-
ficials are great in their praise
of the 9th Division, its men and
especially our war dead.
At Hyannis, Lela Kallas of
Salem, Mass. widow of Bill
formerly of Cannon compan;
was present, along with their
daughter. Bill passed away in
November 1980. Mrs. Kallas at-
tended the dinner at the cannon
co. table along with Bill and
Dora Coen of Washington, Pa.,
Melvin and Maris McKnight of
Winston Salem, N.C., Tom Mc-
Ginley his wife and daughter of
Pittsburgh, Pa. and Dan Col-
eman of Mt. Vernon, N.Y.
Former 47th Special Service
Unit member Martin Roach
and his wife Helen were in
attendance at both Hyannis and
Worcester. Marty retired last
year after more than 40 years in
education at Millbury H.S. near
Worcester. He had served that
school in many capacities, as
teacher, principal, work and
athletic director. In 1980 the
school honored Marty by nam-
ing a new athletic complex in
his name. Marty was always a
great quiet and helpful guy.
Another good Marty was pre-
sent at Hyannis and Worcester,
Martin Gill and his wife Peg of
Trenton, N.J. Marty was a
former member of the 47th and
9th Div. Hq.
Hope that all the local and the
national have large turnouts in
1982. We should have many
more recent retirees in atten-
dance. See you soon.
D Co. 47th Inf.
NATE GAYNOR
1004 Gabel St.
Silver Spring, Md. 20901
I know my dues are due.
Please credit me for 3 year~
and apply the rest to Marker






CRYSTAL RIVER. FL 32629
ADDRESSED WITH
THEOCTOFOIL
Second·CI_ '_eve paid at Union C,ty. N. J Authorozld as 01 OClotw, '. 1967
Publication No. 40282()
412 Greg~>ry Ave Weehawken, N. J. 07087-
IS YOUR OCTOFOIL
Once again it is that time or the year when we remind you to
check your membership card for "it is now dues time". If you
have not already done so, please remit your dues at once in
order to save your association time and expense of mailing out
dues notices and reminders. Like every thing else the cost of
mail is "~oing up" but if we all pitch in we can help defray this
expense.
A limited bud~et keeps us from mailing the Octofoil to those
who fall in the delinquent class. Send in your dues to the
Secretary's office. 412 Gregory" venue, Weehawken. N.J. 07087.




Happy New Year evervone! I
am enclosing a check for my
dues and a 60th history. Would
like very much to hear from
some one who was in the 3rd
platoon, I (eye) Co. 60th in Ger-
many in April-May 1945 and Co.
Hq. I Co., who remembers me
~all.ing off a cliff. Getting my in-
JUrIes designated service con-
nected depends on it, says the
V.A. Again Happy New Year
and th;ln4's for an ~ntcrc~·ting
paper.




After missing many years. I
would like to re-join the
association. I had lost track and
ran into an Octofoil thru a
friend, Ed Combs. Have learn-
ed of the upcoming reunion and
hope to be there. Enclosed
please find my check for 3
years with a little left over to be
applied either to the Marker or
Scholarship fund. Hope to see
you in June.
Co. M, 60th Inf.
WILFRED THORNTON
515 E. Dubail Ave.
South Bend. Ind. 46613
I sent out 50 Xmas greeting
invitations to former Co. M 60th
Inf. men. As of now I have 25
prospects for the 1982 reunion
plus their wives. This should
really be a great one, we will
never get all said that we want
to say in 3 days, but we will sure
try. The list of prospects are:
Harold Billington, Carl Brady,
Al Bruchac, Bob Bovanizer
George Brum, Allen Cloud'
Gene Cronin, Don Dunbar. Joh~
Elichko, Cole Gronseth, Joe
C?argie, Ray Gedde, Tony Gut-
tIlla, Phil Gilbert, John Hale,
Jack Hoover, Albert Lubrano
Les Ronay, Bob Singleton:
Peter Timko, Siebert Nicars
Kermit Waddell, Allen Luce:
Sure hope these guys make it
plus many more from good old
Co. M.
OCTOFOILTHE




Enclosed are my dues for
1982 and also a little for the
Marker fund. I see by the Oc-
tofoil that 10 of the guys and
their wives attended the Hy-
annis affair. B Co. 47th sure
does get together! Great, Helen
and I hope to see you all in
Bragg. God willing.





Just a few lines to let you
know I have had a change of ad-
dress. The new one is shown
above.
My wife and I both enjoyed
the reunion in Hyannis,
especially being able to remin-
isce with my boxing coach,
Matt Urban, and boxers Ben
Ml<rrdl and Charlie Libretto.
Looking forward to the reu-
nion at Bragg. Sent our reser-
vations today.




Enclosed is my application
for membership. I looked and
looked until I found an old Im-
~u?i.zation Record with my 9th
dIVISIOn address on it. If I can
see my way clear, I will trv to
attend the reunion in N.d. If
not, maybe next year.
4ith Inf.
WILLIAM J. O'LINN
c/o Mrs. Robert Pottmeyer
Rt. 1 Box 75
Waterford, Ohio 45786
(This letter was written by Mrs.
Pottmeyer)
Just couldn't help but to write
a little note after finding a little
piece of a newspaper scrap in
my brother's billfold. I took him
to the hospital today with a
slight stroke. He was in WW II,
1940-1945 and also lost a brother
in 1945. He has been very
depressed as he has cancer of
the jawbone. Ten years ago he
had a successful operation at
Clarksburg, W. Va. Veterans
Hospital. He lost part of his
tongue and jaw. I was wonder-
ing if anyone remembers him
and could drop him a card. He
was 6 ft. and had red hair. I
have an old newspaper clipping
about the time the guys thought
they were coming home and in-
stead were on their wav to
England, preparing for the ~Nor­
mandy invasion. If anyone
writes, they could send it to the
above address and I'll make
sure he gets it. He saw action in
Tunisia, Sicily, Normandy,
France, Belgium and Ger-
many. His mind is good yet and
I'm sure he would be glad to
hear from anyone. Thank you.
Serv. & Cannon Co. 4ith Inf.
FRANK G. JENKINS
1711 W. Wilson St.
Tarboro, N.C. 27886
Guess I will be in the "red"
again, but I hope not. I am
enclosing my dues tor another
year. Enjoy reading the Oc-
tofoil and hope to see you in
June at Fort Bragg.
Co. L. :~9th Inf.
FLORYAN OSZUSCIK
1813 Ridgemoor Dr., Long
Beach
Michigan City, Ind. 46360
Enclosed find check for 3
years dues. Still don't hear
from anyone from L company
39th, evidently none of myoId
buddies belong to the associa-
tion. The best to you in the com-
ing year.




Enclosed is a check for 3
years dues. Keep up the good
work with the Octofoil vou are
doing a good job. Abo~t\he up-
coming trip to Ft. Bragg, I wish
I could go but I just won't be
able to make it. Please tell the
boys from Co. C. 47th and also
the 9th I said "Hello". They are
all a good bunch of men. My
regards to all.




Port Richey, Fl. 33568
My life changed over night!
Retired to Florida and have had
4 wonderful years. On Dec. 4,
1981 I blacked out 3 times and
was rushed to the hospital.
Stayed there until Dec 12,
came home on a menu of 9 pills
per day. On Dec. 14 I fell and
broke my right hip. Confined to
a walker for 8 weeks because I
am now sporting a pin and 2"
dia. ball. A real mess! Totally
dependent on someone for help.
I have hired a nursing service
R.N., a therapist and an aide to
bathe me, etc. Enjoy everyday-
it can change very rapidly!
Good Luck for 1982.
Div Hqs.
JOHN M. ALLEY
4701 Kenmore Ave. 1317-E
Alexandria, Va. 22304
Enclosed is my check for 1982
membership dues and also for
the Memorial Marker fund.
Sorry we did not make the reu-
nion last summer but we were
involved in other things. Did
you know that Major Gen.
Hoyle died last November? He
was 98 years old and was buried
with full Military honors at Arl-
ington. I helped with the funeral
arrangements. Probably see
you in Fayetteville.




Bee and I are looking forward
to the '82 reunion and really are
making an effort to be there
this time! Enclosed is our dona-
tion to the Memorial Marker
fund, hope it's not too late. Our
Christmas mail included cards
from AI & Mabel Hodge, Adolph
Wadalavage, Harold & Dorothy
Smith, Mrs. Woodrow (Mary)
Norman, Mrs. John (Maxine)
Brooks, Al & Pat Bruchac
Emil Malyack and Leonard &.
Mrs. Reynolds. Sure do hope to
see all of them in Fayetteville.
Keep up the good work, I look
forward to seeing the Octofoil
arrive.




I am sending a check for mv
dues and also a check for th~
Marker fund in memory of
Harold Jaffe. I noticed in the
last Octofoil he had passed
away. My wife and I are still en-
joying retirement and taking
life easy.




Enclosed find my check for
dues and donation for the
Marker fund. I hope to be able
to go to the reunion at Ft.
Bragg. I have just learned of
this and greatly anticipate see-
ing old friends. I have lived in
Virginia for the past 28 years
working for DuPont here. My
wife, Elizabeth, and I have 2
sons and 1 daughter and would
like hearing from anyone who
might remember me.




Here are my dues for 1982
plus a little for the Memorial
fund. If it is too late put the sum
toward the scholarship fund. As
you mayor may not know I am
on disability so I must watch
the bucks. A little conserving on
my part allows me to give a lit-
tle toward the fund.
How are you Dan? I hope all
is well and that you are ready
for the reunion at Ft. Bragg. I
also hope all my good buddies
from D Co. 47th are fine. I want
to see all of you at the reunion
and that's an order. For you
fellows that did not attend the
reunion at Hyannis you missed
a good time. Eight D Co. men
got together and had a ball.
Another thing I would like to
say is I hope the fellows that
fought for this country under
the 9th division banner since
WW II can and will become a
member of the association. I
would not like to see the
association disappear or dis-
band like the Medical Unit did
in my home town, Allentown,
Pa. Two members remain in
the unit that was stationed in
my town in WW 1. Since only 2
members remain the unit voted
to disband. Who will ever know
this unit was stationed in Allen-
town in a few years. Don't let
this happen to the 9th Division.
Sorry to hear my buddy Ed
Garafono passed away. He will
be missed by all. They say "Old
soldiers never die, they just
fade away". I guess this will
happen to all of us. God bless
Ed. M~y he rest :n peace and
God bless those he loved and
left behind. Thanks again, Dan
and hope to see you all in
Bragg.
Co. A. 15 Engrs. 3rd Platoon
EDWARD RICKERT
4912 W. 156 St.
Oak Forest, Ill. 60452
It'.s that time of the year
agaIn, dues time. I had
Christmas greetings from the
following Co. A, 15 Engr. old
buddies, Ralph Penna, Ed
Crnkovich, Marty Dolton,
Howard Horner, Alvin (Harry)
James, Lt. Dwight Merrill
David Pinkney, Louis (Boo~
Boom) Walters and then some
sad news from Mrs. William
Naekrsz. Bill died on Aug. 15,
1981. He was in my squad and
was 58 yrs old when he passed
away.
